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In a brief rationale, please provide the following information relative to the book you would like
added to the school’s book collection for classroom use. You may attach additional pages as
needed.

Book Summary and summary citation: (suggested resources include book flap summaries,
review summaries from publisher, book vendors, etc.)

Roy, who is new to his small Florida community, becomes involved in another boy's attempt to save
a colony of burrowing owls from a proposed construction site.

Provide an instructional rationale for the use of this title, including specific reference to the
OLSD curriculum map(s): (Curriculum maps may be referenced by grade/course and indicator
number or curriculum maps with indicators highlighted may be attached to this form)

Research Standard 7 - Formulate open-ended research questions suitable for investigation.

Reading Applications 7 - Determine and analyze the test based on the sequence of events leading up
to the climax and the resolution.

Include two professional reviews of this title: (a suggested list of resources for identifying
professional reviews is shown below. Reviews may be “cut and pasted” (with citation) into the
form or printed reviews may be attached to the form)

Review #1

Horn Book starred (Spring, 2003)

This is a G-rated mystery/adventure set in South Florida, peopled with original, wacky characters.
New kid Roy hooks up with a teenage runaway and his sister to protect the nesting ground for
burrowing owls, threatened by construction. The narrative carries a lot of frenzied commotion that
becomes more preposterous with each new character. Not consistently a hoot, but worthy of a
holler, Hiaasen's first YA book is a humorous diversion.

Review #2
Publishers Weekly (June 24, 2002)

With a Florida setting and proenvironment, antidevelopment message, Hiaasen (Sick Puppy) returns
to familiar turf for his first novel for young readers. Characteristically quirky characters and comic
twists will surely gain the author new fans, though their attention may wander during his narrative's
intermittently protracted focus on several adults, among them a policeman and the manager of a
construction site for a new franchise of a pancake restaurant chain. Both men are on a quest to
discover who is sabotaging the site at night, including such pranks as uprooting survey stakes,
spray-painting the police cruiser's windows while the officer sleeps within and filling the portable
potties with alligators. The story's most intriguing character is the boy behind the mischief, a
runaway on a mission to protect the miniature owls that live in burrows underneath the site. Roy,



who has recently moved to Florida from Montana, befriends the homeless boy (nicknamed Mullet
Fingers) and takes up his cause, as does the runaway's stepsister. Though readers will have few
doubts about the success of the kids' campaign, several suspenseful scenes build to the denouement
involving the sitcom-like unraveling of a muckity-muck at the pancake house. These, along with
dollops of humor, help make the novel quite a hoot indeed. Ages 10-up.

What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements?

Title: Holes Author:  Louis Sachar
Title:  Flush Author:  Carl Hiaasen
Title: Author:
Title: Author:
Title: Author:
Title: Author:

Document any potentially controversial content:

Keeping in mind the age, academic level, and maturity of the intended reader, what is the
suggested classroom use: (check all that apply)

Gifted/Accelerated [ ] RegularX] AtRisk[ ]

GRADE LEVEL(S): 6D 7 8] 9] 10 ] 11[] 12[]

Reading level of this title (if applicable): 11+

Date Submitted to Department Chair: 1/31/08

Suggested Professional Literary Review Sources:
School Library Journal

Horn Book

Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books

VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates)

Library Journal

Book Links

Publisher's Weekly

Booklist

Kirkus Review

Wilson Library Catalog

English Journal (and other resources of the National Council of Teachers of English)
The Reading Teacher (International Reading Association)
Literature for Today’s Young Adults



