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In a brief rationale, please provide the following information relative to the book you would like 
added to the school’s book collection for classroom use. You may attach additional pages as 
needed. 
 
Book Summary and summary citation:  (suggested resources include book flap summaries, 
review summaries from publisher, book vendors, etc.) 
Sixteen-year-old Jericho is psyched when he and his cousin and best friend, Josh, are invited to 
pledge for the Warriors of Distinction, the oldest and most exclusive club in school. Just being a 
pledge wins him the attention of Arielle, one of the hottest girls in his class, whom he's been too shy 
even to talk to before now.  
But as the secret initiation rites grow increasingly humiliating and force Jericho to make painful 
choices, he starts to question whether membership in the Warriors of Distinction is worth it. How 
far will he have to go to wear the cool black silk Warriors jacket? How high a price will he have to 
pay to belong? The answers are devastating beyond Jericho's imagination. 
 
Provide an instructional rationale for the use of this title, including specific reference to the 
OLSD curriculum map(s):  (Curriculum maps may be referenced by grade/course and indicator 
number or curriculum maps with indicators highlighted may be attached to this form) 
CCS - Fiction - Reading Literature - Statement Standards  #1  #2  #3  #4  #6 
 
Include two professional reviews of this title:  (a suggested list of resources for identifying 
professional reviews is shown below.  Reviews may be “cut and pasted” (with citation) into the 
form or printed reviews may be attached to the form) 
Review #1 
From School Library Journal 
Grade 7-10-When an elite club, The Warriors of Distinction, invites Jericho and his cousin Josh to 
pledge, the teens look forward to wearing the black silk jacket, going to great parties, and receiving 
the admiring glances of the other students at their Ohio high school. Even the girl Jericho has a 
crush on begins to show an interest in him. The initiation process begins rather tamely with the new 
pledges helping with the Christmas toy drive, but as it progresses, Jericho becomes increasingly 
uncomfortable with what they are asked to do and the way they treat Dana, the first-ever female 
pledge. Adopting the group's "All of us or none of us" creed, the 15 inductees decide to continue. In 
an intense climax, pledging goes tragically wrong and the repercussions are felt throughout the 
community. Draper has captured the essence of teens caught up in peer pressure who must 
ultimately live with the results of their actions. Her characters are deeply human and the strong plot 
mirrors the difficult choices that young people must make as they try to reconcile their need for 



 

 

acceptance with their inner values. Mostly, though, this title is a compelling read that drives home 
important lessons about making choices. 
Janet Hilbun, formerly at Sam Houston Middle School, Garland, TX 
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an alternate Hardcover edition.  
 
Review #2 
From Booklist 
Gr. 7-10. The Warriors of Distinction has been the school's most exclusive club for 50 years, so 
when 16-year-old Jericho is asked to pledge, he's excited--and intimidated. He is also disappointed 
after he realizes that he'll have to give up a music competition because he can't miss a night of the 
initiation week. When the ceremony turns cruel--with the one girl pledge being singled out for 
abuse--Jericho begins to have second thoughts. Then the affair turns deadly. There are several 
problems here. To her credit, Draper offers a story that is profanity free, but this makes the dialogue 
less credible. It's difficult to imagine teens not using swear words in some of these situations, and 
the slang used instead often makes conversations sound stilted. The plot is also chock-full, making 
it hard to focus on everything that's going on, even though Jericho helps center the story. Draper 
does portray a timely scenario, however, with middle-class African American kids (and others) put 
into a situation that many young people face: the wish for inclusion butting up against the 
knowledge of right and wrong. Ilene Cooper 
Copyright © American Library Association. 
 
What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements?  
Title: Tear of a Tiger Author: Sharon Draper 
Title: Forged by Fire Author: Sharon Draper 
Title: Darkness Before Dawn Author: Sharon Draper 
Title: 

     

 Author: 

     

 
Title: 

     

 Author: 

     

 
Title: 

     

 Author: 

     

 
 
Document any potentially controversial content: 

     

 
 
Keeping in mind the age, academic level, and maturity of the intended reader, what is the 
suggested classroom use:  (check all that apply)     
 
Gifted/Accelerated       Regular      At Risk  
 
GRADE LEVEL(S):  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  
 
Reading level of this title (if applicable):  

     

 
 
 
Date Submitted to Department Chair: 

     

 
 
 
Suggested Professional Literary Review Sources: 
School Library Journal 
Horn Book 



 

 

Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books 
VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates) 
Library Journal 
Book Links 
Publisher's Weekly 
Booklist 
Kirkus Review 
Wilson Library Catalog 
English Journal (and other resources of the National Council of Teachers of English) 
The Reading Teacher (International Reading Association) 
Literature for Today’s Young Adults 
 


