
 

 

Olentangy Local School District 
Literature Selection Review 

 
Teacher: Centa/Hunter School: OHS 
    
Book Title: The  Scarlet  Letter Genre: Fiction 
    
Author: Nathaniel Hawthorne Pages: 275 
    
Publisher: Penguin Copyright: 1983 
    
 
In a brief rationale, please provide the following information relative to the book you would like 
added to the school’s book collection for classroom use. You may attach additional pages as 
needed. 
 
Book Summary and summary citation:  (suggested resources include book flap summaries, 
review summaries from publisher, book vendors, etc.) 
Set in the harsh Puritan community of seventeenth-century Boston, this tale of an adulterous 
entanglement that results in an illegitimate birth reveals Nathaniel Hawthorne's concerns with the 
tension between the public and the private self. Publicly disgraced and ostracized, Hester Prynne 
draws on her inner strength and certainty of spirit to emerge as the first true heroine of American 
fiction. Arthur Dimmesdale stands as a classic study of a self divided; trapped by the rules of 
society, he suppresses his passion and disavows his lover, Hester, and their daughter, Pearl.  
 
Provide an instructional rationale for the use of this title, including specific reference to the 
OLSD curriculum map(s):  (Curriculum maps may be referenced by grade/course and indicator 
number or curriculum maps with indicators highlighted may be attached to this form) 
Cite strong and thorough textua evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matetrs uncertain. 
 
Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the 
course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a compex 
account; provide an objective summary of the text. 
 
Analyze the impact of the author's choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story 
or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and 
developed). 
 
Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the 
choice to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its 
overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. 
 
 
 
Include two professional reviews of this title:  (a suggested list of resources for identifying 
professional reviews is shown below.  Reviews may be “cut and pasted” (with citation) into the 
form or printed reviews may be attached to the form) 
Review #1 



 

 

 Novel by Nathaniel Hawthorne, published in 1850. It is considered a masterpiece of American 
literature and a classic moral study. The novel is set in a village in Puritan New England. The main 
character is Hester Prynne, a young woman who has borne an illegitimate child. Hester believes 
herself a widow, but her husband, Roger Chillingworth, returns to New England very much alive 
and conceals his identity. He finds his wife forced to wear the scarlet letter A on her dress as 
punishment for her adultery. Chillingworth becomes obsessed with finding the identity of his wife's 
former lover. When he learns that the father of Hester's child is Arthur Dimmesdale, a saintly young 
minister who is the leader of those exhorting her to name the child's father, Chillingworth proceeds 
to torment the guilt-stricken young man. In the end Chillingworth is morally degraded by his 
monomaniacal pursuit of revenge; Dimmesdale is broken by his own sense of guilt, and he publicly 
confesses his adultery before dying in Hester's arms. Only Hester can face the future bravely, as she 
plans to take her daughter Pearl to Europe to begin a new life. --The Merriam-Webster 
Encyclopedia of Literature -- 
  
 
Review #2 
"[Nathaniel Hawthorne] recaptured, for his New England, the essence of Greek tragedy." --Malcolm 
Cowley 
 
What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements?  
Title: The House of Seven Gables Author: Nathanie Hawthorne 
Title: 

     

 Author: 

     

 
Title: 

     

 Author: 

     

 
Title: 

     

 Author: 

     

 
Title: 

     

 Author: 

     

 
Title: 

     

 Author: 

     

 
 
Document any potentially controversial content: 

     

 
 
Keeping in mind the age, academic level, and maturity of the intended reader, what is the 
suggested classroom use:  (check all that apply)     
 
Gifted/Accelerated       Regular      At Risk  
 
GRADE LEVEL(S):  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  
 
Reading level of this title (if applicable):  

     

 
 
 
Date Submitted to Department Chair: May 15, 2012 
 
 
Suggested Professional Literary Review Sources: 
School Library Journal 
Horn Book 
Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books 
VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates) 



 

 

Library Journal 
Book Links 
Publisher's Weekly 
Booklist 
Kirkus Review 
Wilson Library Catalog 
English Journal (and other resources of the National Council of Teachers of English) 
The Reading Teacher (International Reading Association) 
Literature for Today’s Young Adults 
 


