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In a brief rationale, please provide the following information relative to the book you would like 

added to the school’s book collection for classroom use. You may attach additional pages as 

needed. 

 

Book Summary and summary citation:  (suggested resources include book flap summaries, 

review summaries from publisher, book vendors, etc.) 

During World War II a community called Manzanar was hastily created in the high mountain desert 

country of California, east of the Sierras. Its purpose was to house thousands of Japanese American 

internees. One of the first families to arrive was the Wakatsukis, who were ordered to leave their 

fishing business in Long Beach and take with them only the belongings they could carry. For Jeanne 

Wakatsuki, a seven-year-old child, Manzanar became a way of life in which she struggled and 

adapted, observed and grew. For her father it was essentially the end of his life. 

 

At age thirty-seven, Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston recalls life at Manzanar through the eyes of the 

child she was. She tells of her fear, confusion, and bewilderment as well as the dignity and great 

resourcefulness of people in oppressive and demeaning circumstances. Written with her husband, 

Jeanne delivers a powerful first-person account that reveals her search for the meaning of 

Manzanar. 

 

Farewell to Manzanar has become a staple of curriculum in schools and on campuses across the 

country. Last year the San Francisco Chronicle named it one of the twentieth century's 100 best 

nonfiction books from west of the Rockies. 

 

 

Provide an instructional rationale for the use of this title, including specific reference to the 

OLSD curriculum map(s):  (Curriculum maps may be referenced by grade/course and indicator 

number or curriculum maps with indicators highlighted may be attached to this form) 

5. Read purposefully and automatically, using comprehension and self-monitoring strategies.   

13. Analyze plot, character, theme, point of view and setting in varied genres.   

10. Examine author's purpose and style.   

5. Write narratives that sustain reader interest by pacing action and developing engaging plot with 

complex characters in a well developed setting.   

 

 

Include two professional reviews of this title:  (a suggested list of resources for identifying 

professional reviews is shown below.  Reviews may be “cut and pasted” (with citation) into the 

form or printed reviews may be attached to the form) 

Review #1 

Children's Literature: In this timely reissue of a 1973 edition, Ms. Houston recalls her childhood 

experience of being interred with her family at Manzanar, a Japanese internment camp. Ms. 



Houston's parents and extended family were Issei, the Japanese word for first generation Japanese-

Americans. Many Issei had settled in the coastal areas of California, just as her parents did. They 

prospered there, only to have it all taken away after the attack on Pearl Harbor. Suddenly, all 

Japanese were suspect, and a presidential order demanded that they all be removed from their 

homes and sent to hastily prepared camps. Jeanne, her mother, father, brothers and sister were sent 

to Manzanar, a camp near the high Sierra Mountains in California. 23 short chapters recall what her 

family had to endure both physically and emotionally. Only 9 years old at the time, Jeanne 

witnessed what this social and cultural disruption did to her family, especially to her father. A 

patriarch in the true sense of the word, he suffered immeasurably from the humiliation of losing his 

status as head of the family. Jeanne's descriptions of camp life relate the good and the bad of 

communal living. Once envisioned as a memoir for her extended family, this story has been 

reissued in the hopes that the more recent tragedy of 9/11 would not result in the same fears and 

misjudgments that a similar event like Pearl Harbor precipitated. Seeing the events through the 

recollections of a young child makes for perfect reading as parents or teachers seek ways to assist 

young people find appropriate avenues to allay fears and anxieties and to foster understanding of 

other cultures. 

 

 

Review #2 

Library Journal : "A poignant memoir from a Japanese American. . . . Told without bitterness, her 

story reflects the triumph of the human spirit during an extraordinary episode in American history." 

 

What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements?  
Title: Rool My Thunder, Hear My Cry Author: Mildred D. Taylor 

Title: When My Name Was Keoko Author: Linda Sue Park 

Title: Captains Couregeous Author: Rudyard Kipling, Kathy 

Casey 

Title:       Author:       

Title:       Author:       

Title:       Author:       

 

Document any potentially controversial content: 

Deals with Japanese discrimination/internment camps during World War II.  Uses of the slang word 

"Jap".  

 

Keeping in mind the age, academic level, and maturity of the intended reader, what is the 

suggested classroom use:  (check all that apply)     

 

Gifted/Accelerated       Regular      At Risk  

 

GRADE LEVEL(S):  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  

 

Reading level of this title (if applicable):        

 

 

Date Submitted to Department Chair: Jan. 31, 2008 

 

 

Suggested Professional Literary Review Sources: 

School Library Journal 

Horn Book 

Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books 



VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates) 

Library Journal 

Book Links 

Publisher's Weekly 

Booklist 

Kirkus Review 

Wilson Library Catalog 

English Journal (and other resources of the National Council of Teachers of English) 

The Reading Teacher (International Reading Association) 

Literature for Today’s Young Adults 

 


