
 

 

Olentangy Local School District 
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Teacher:  Ross     Grade:  8     School: OBMS 
 
Book Title:  Street Love Genre:  realistic fiction 
 
Author:  Walter Dean Myers     Pages:  160 
 
Publisher:  HarperCollins     Copyright:  2007 
 
In a brief rationale, please provide the following information relative to the book you would like added to the school’s 
book collection for classroom use. You may attach additional pages as needed. 
 
Book Summary and summary citation:  (suggested resources include book flap summaries, 
review summaries from publisher, book vendors, etc.) 
Your first love is totally wrong for you. Do you follow your heart? Or do you run away?  
 
Michael L. Printz Award winner Walter Dean Myers delivers an evocative tale of star-crossed urban 
love, reminding us that before we can be true to someone else, we must first be true to ourselves.  
 
Provide an instructional rationale for the use of this title, including specific reference to the 
OLSD curriculum map(s):  (Curriculum maps may be referenced by grade/course and indicator 
number or curriculum maps with indicators highlighted may be attached to this form) 
This book is being used as an optional text for students to further explore the author, Walter Dean 
Myers.  The focus of the unit is for students to get a glimpse of how the historical and cultural 
influences on an author's life can have an effect on his writing.  It is also a time for students to 
analyze the author's writing style.  The following statements are directly pulled form the OLSD 8th 
grade Integrated English Curriculum Map and are the guidance for the reading focus of this unit: 
I can… 
Reading Applications: Literary Text 
*analyze the influence that the setting has on the story and other literary elements. 
* identify and explain different types of characters and how their interactions and conflicts affect 
the plot. 
*explain how the type of point of view a story contains, affects the plot. 
* explain how an author paces the action of the story (plot). 
* discuss and explain the major themes in a piece of writing, discuss how the same theme may cross 
over multiple works by the same author. 
* identify the multiple ways an author makes his/her writing unique (style). 
Reading Applications: Informational Text 
*analyze an author's argument, perspective or viewpoint & explain the development of key points. 
Reading Process 
*apply reading comprehension strategies, including making predictions, comparing and contrasting, 
recalling and summarizing and making inferences and drawing conclusions.  
 
Include two professional reviews of this title:  (a suggested list of resources for identifying 
professional reviews is shown below.  Reviews may be “cut and pasted” (with citation) into the 
form or printed reviews may be attached to the form) 
Review #1 
Publishers Weekly 



 

 

Myers's (Monster) compellingly readable novel in verse unfolds through an array of characters, all 
linked by Damien Battle and Junice Ambers who both live in Harlem but come from very different 
worlds. Damien has been accepted to Brown University; Junice's mother has been sentenced to 25 
years for possession and drug dealing. A pair of early rap poems set up a rivalry between Damien 
and Sledge (whose "crew... wore their colors"), and also Damien's fascination with a "beauty" who 
"walks darkly, as if her mind weighs down/ Her steps," later revealed to be Junice. Myers crafts 
some memorable moments here, as when Junice describes her mother ("She gave freely/ To those in 
need, or to those who, like/ Her, were broken, and needed a fix") or when Miss Ruby, Junice's 
grandmother, expresses grief for her convicted daughter in a blues poem ("Yeah, it's hard, baby/ It's 
hard right down to the bone/ I said Oh, it's hard baby/ It's hard right down to the very bone/ It's hard 
when you're a woman/ And you find yourself all alone") and the banter between Damien and a 
buddy. Yet some readers may wish for a deeper understanding of what draws Damien to Junice, and 
why he risks his own family's upheaval and his future at Brown for this new romance. Though both 
Damien and Junice come off as sympathetic characters, their attraction to each other remains a 
mystery. Ages 12-up. (Nov.) Copyright 2006 Reed Business Information.  
 
Review #2 
 
From School Library Journal 
Grade 8 Up–The swift flow of these short poems carries readers along in thoughts, conversations, 
and scenes as Damien and Junice's romance begins. He is a high achiever who has been accepted to 
Brown University and is expected to go far. Junice has just lost her mother to prison and is trying to 
keep her younger sister and her grandmother together as a family. Damien and Junice question who 
they are and who they will become. Hip-hop-style phrases feel like Shakespeare telling of these 
African-American teens in Harlem, struggling to keep it together. Intellect meets Street as true love 
conquers all. This is a quick and satisfying read, simple and timeless.–Corinda J. Humphrey, Los 
Angeles Public Library  
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This 
text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title. 
 
What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements? 
Title:  Any novel written by…     Author:  Walter Dean Myers 
Title:  

     

     Author:  

     

 
Title:  

     

     Author:  

     

 
Title:  

     

     Author:  

     

 
Title:  

     

     Author:  

     

 
Title:  

     

     Author:  

     

 
 
Document any potentially controversial content: 
This book deals with issues of class, street life, love, and runaway teens. There are also discussions 
of selling drugs, imprisonment, and the child welfare system. 
 
Keeping in mind the age, academic level, and maturity of the intended reader, what is the 
suggested classroom use:  (check all that apply)     
 
Gifted/Accelerated       Regular      At Risk  
 
GRADE LEVEL(S):  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  
 
Reading level of this title (if applicable):  Ages 12 and up 



 

 

 
 
Date Submitted to Department Chair: January 23, 2012 
 
 
Suggested Professional Literary Review Sources: 
School Library Journal 
Horn Book 
Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books 
VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates) 
Library Journal 
Book Links 
Publisher's Weekly 
Booklist 
Kirkus Review 
Wilson Library Catalog 
English Journal (and other resources of the National Council of Teachers of English) 
The Reading Teacher (International Reading Association) 
Literature for Today’s Young Adults 
 


