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File: 2000
ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATIONAL PLAN

The organization of the district is designed to meet the objectives set by the Board, ensure lines of
authority and responsibility and define each position with clarity.

The superintendent is the chief executive officer of the district. The superintendent defines and
establishes those administrative positions required to implement the educational system and program of
learning established by the Board. In each case, the Board approves the broad purpose and function of
the position in harmony with State law and regulations.

Responsibility flows clearly from the superintendent through the administrative staff to the operational
personnel. It is the responsibility of the superintendent to determine the need for and define the
operational requirements to ensure the smooth functioning of the district. Maintenance of an efficient,
skilled operational staff is essential to the effective performance of the system. It is the Board's intent to
maintain an operational and technical staff with a high level of competence.

Absence of the Superintendent

In the absence of the superintendent, an administrator shall be named to act in his/her behalf in the
event an emergency situation arises requiring administrative action.

If the superintendent does not so designate someone, the following order shall be followed:
1. assistant superintendent
2. personnel director
3. director of operations
4. curriculum director

Absence of the Principal

Emergency situations shall be handled by the principal whose office is in closest proximity and who is
available to respond.

Each principal shall designate at the beginning of each school year, a person to handle non-emergency
decisions in the absence of the principal. The person so named shall be clearly indicated to the
building staff and to the other district administrators.

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]
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File: 2005
ADMINISTRATIVE REDUCTION IN FORCE POLICY

In accordance with Ohio Revised Code Section 3319.171, the Board of Education may suspend any
contract of employment entered into by the Board under Ohio Revised Code Section 3319.02 in
accordance with the following procedures:

1. The Board, in its sole discretion, may determine to suspend any contract of employment entered
into under O.R.C. §3319.02 for any of the following reasons: financial conditions of the school
district; decreased enroliment of pupils in the district, in a school building(s) or a program(s);
territorial changes affecting the district; return to duty of regular employee contracted under R.C.
§3319.02 after a leave of absence; closing or suspension of schools; lack of work; or abolishment
of position(s).

2. When implementing an administrative RIF, the Superintendent will notify the administrative staff of
the necessity for RIF and seek volunteers who may apply for retirement or any form of unpaid
leave. If there are no volunteers within ten (10) workdays, the Board shall proceed to suspend
contracts in accordance with the recommendation of the Superintendent of the School District. In
making such recommendations the Superintendent shall first identify the administrative positions
in which reductions need to occur. Within these areas, reductions shall be made according to the
needs of the District as determined by the Superintendent. Demonstrated success in previous
administrative work and qualification for the remaining assignments shall be the primary
considerations in such determination. Years of service in the District may be considered, but
shall not be the primary or overriding factor. The Superintendent may recommend the
reassignment of any administrator suspended under the foregoing procedure to another position
for which he/she is properly licensed or certified, if the Superintendent determines that such
reassignment will be in the best interests of the district. If such reassignment is recommended by
the Superintendent and approved by the Board, the administrator currently holding the position
shall be displaced, and his/her contract suspended. The specific positions in which the
Superintendent recommends suspension of an administrative contract shall be deemed to be
individual employment service areas affected by the reduction.

3. Administrators whose contracts have been suspended under this policy shall have a right to be
recalled to an administrative position to which they are properly licensed or certificated if such
openings occur within twenty-seven (27) months of their last day of active employment in the
District as an administrator. When more than one suspended administrator is properly licensed
or certificated for a given opening, priority in the recall shall be given to those individuals having
demonstrated success in previous administrative positions and having the appropriate
qualifications. The Superintendent will make a recommendation based on the best interests of
the district. It shall be the responsibility of the suspended administrator to provide the Board with
written notice of a current address and telephone number for purposes of notification. The failure
of a suspended administrator to respond within ten (10) workdays of recall notification shall be
deemed a rejection of the offer of recall.

4. Administrators who hold continuing contracts as teachers shall enter the teachers’ bargaining unit
following the suspension (RIF) of their administrative contract. Their rights upon entry into the
teachers’ bargaining unit shall be determined in accordance with the applicable provisions of law
and the collective bargaining agreement, as it exists at that time.

Page 1 of 2



File: 2005

5. The term “suspension” as used in this policy in relation to administrative contracts shall not be
taken to indicate either a continuing employment relationship following the suspension or the
resumption of a previous contract upon recall. The suspension (RIF) of an administrative contract
under this policy shall entirely sever the employment relationship between the parties. Upon
recall, an entirely new contract shall be entered.

6. When reasons for invoking RIF for the following school year are known prior to March 31,
administrators identified for contract suspension (RIF) will be notified on or before March 31.
When reasons for RIF become known after March 31, administrators selected for RIF will be
notified at least 30 (30) calendar days prior to the date of the Board of Education Meeting at
which the Superintendent presents the name(s) of the administrators to be RIF'd.

[Second Adoption date: August 24, 2004]
[Adoption date: February 10, 2004]

LEGAL REF: ORC3319.171
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File: 2010
SCHOOL DISTRICT REPORT CARD

The Olentangy Board of Education shall issue a district annual report and an annual report for each
building within the district as required by state regulations. The content of the report will conform to state
guidelines.

Prior to October 31st of each year, the superintendent shall prepare and publicly disseminate a report on
the performance and operations of the district to all schools and parents in an understandable and
uniform format.

The report shall contain the information called for on the form issued by the State Department of
Education in accordance with state and federal law. In any year that the school district receives Title |
funds, the annual report must include, if appropriate:

A. the number and percentage of schools identified for school improvement and how long they have
been in that category.

B. information regarding student achievement on statewide academic assessments, comparing the
district and the state as a whole.

C. for each individual school:
1. whether it has been identified for school improvement;

2. information that shows how student achievement on statewide academic assessment
compared to other students in the school district and to the state as a whole.

This information must be made publicly available through such means as posting on the Internet and
distribution to local media and public agencies. The report will be made available to all school district
residents.

The data from the local report card is to be used by each of the schools and the district as a whole in
revising and upgrading school and district improvement plans.

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

20 U.S.C. 6311
ORC 3301.11
3319.04; 3319.32; 3319.33



File: 3000
DEVELOPMENT OF PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION

In the Olentangy School District, the philosophy of education is the district’s Mission and Vision
Statement.

The mission of the Board of Education is to assure that the Olentangy School District facilitates
maximum learning for every student.

The vision states the following:
Our students will perform at a level that surpasses or is equal to their predicted level of achievement
based on measured ability. We will promote high expectations for students in all areas: academic,
artistic, physical, health, citizenship and service. In a fiscally responsible manner, we will commit the
resources necessary to establish and maintain:

A respectful, caring, and safe environment

Research-based, student-focused instruction

Information-driven decision making

A focused and challenging curriculum

Collaboration focused on improving student learning

An active partnership with parents and the community

—_

oakwn

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

OAC 3301-35-02; 3301-35-03



File: 3001
ACADEMIC FREEDOM

A maijor goal of education in a free society is to develop persons who can think critically, understand their
culture, live compassionately with others, make sound decisions and live with the consequences of their
judgment. Public education in a pluralistic society must strive to present as objectively as possible varied
events, activities and perceptions reflected in history, literature and every other source of mankind's
thought and expression. Because points of view differ and biases exist, students must have access to
materials that express this diversity of perspective.

It is the responsibility of the teacher to make certain that such access to materials presenting all sides of
a situation is available and discussed. However, teachers must take into account the relative maturity of
their students and the need for guidance and help in studying issues and arriving at balanced views. All
instruction will conform to Board-adopted courses of study.

The principle of academic freedom presupposes intellectual honesty on the part of the person who
exercises it that they can and will discriminate between facts bearing on an issue and personal opinion.
In expressing a personal opinion, a teacher will make it known to students that the view is his/her own
and will not attempt to bring students to a commitment to that personal viewpoint.

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]



File: 3010

CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT
Continuing curriculum study and development are necessary if the district is to meet the needs of the
students in its schools. The Board of Education recognizes its responsibility for the quality of the
educational program of the schools. To this end, the curriculum shall be developed, evaluated, and
adopted on a continuing basis.
For purposes of this policy and consistent communication throughout the district, curriculum shall be
defined as all the planned activities of the schools, including formal classroom
instruction and out-of-class activity, both individual and group necessary to accomplish the educational
goals of the district.

The Board directs that the curriculum of this district:
A. provides instruction in courses required by statute and State Department of Education regulations;

B. be consistent with the district's philosophy and goals and ensure the possibility of their
achievement

C. helps provide for the development of individual talents and interests as well as recognize
that learning styles of students may differ;

D. be defined and directed by courses of study;
E. provides for continuous and cumulative learning through effective articulation at all levels;
F. utilizes a variety of learning resources to accomplish the educational goals;

G. include stakeholder input and review

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

ORC 3301.07, 3301.132, 3313.60, 3313.602, 3313.843, 3315.07, 3317.023
3317.11, 3319.02
OAC 3301-35-02; 3301-35-03; 3301-35-04; 3301-35-06



File: 3030
HUMAN RELATIONS EDUCATION

This district will foster good human relations dealing with race, sex, age and economics through its
instructional programs, its student activities, and the classroom climate.

The Olentangy Board of Education will encourage and support the following approaches to human
relations education:

1. The curriculum for all students in grades kindergarten - 12 should present, in context, the
accomplishments and contributions of all races and cultures, including the intercultural nature of
our cities, our country and our world.

2. Methods and techniques of classroom teaching should emphasize the similarities of people of
various backgrounds and cultures.

3. The schools should work for a total integration of ideas, people and material resources to provide
the best education to meet the demands of present and future urban society.

4. The schools should strive to develop a positive self-image in each student's thinking. They should:
a. recognize the dignity and worth of the individual;
b. provide students with the opportunity to acquire as broad an education as the
student's capacity permits; and
c. stimulate the development of respect for the laws of this country.
[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

OAC 3301-35-02(B)(1)(6); 3301-35-03(H)



File: 3031
TEACHING ABOUT CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES
The Board of Education believes that the consideration of controversial issues has a legitimate place in
the instructional program of the schools.
Properly introduced and conducted, the consideration of such issues can help students learn to identify
important issues, explore fully and fairly all sides of an issue, weigh carefully the values and factors
involved and develop techniques for formulating and evaluating positions.
For purposes of this policy, a controversial issue is a topic:
a. on which opposing points of view have been promulgated by responsible opinion;

b. likely to arouse both support and opposition in the community.

The Board will permit the introduction and proper educational use of a controversial issue provided that its
use in the instructional program:

a. is related to the instructional goals of the course of study and level of maturity of the students;

b. is done in an objective and impartial manner that does not tend to indoctrinate or persuade students
to a particular point of view;

c. includes study materials and other learning aids available from which a reasonable extent of data
pertaining to all aspects of the issue can be obtained; and,

d. the issue receives only as much time as is needed to consider it adequately.
In the study of controversial issues students have four rights, which must be recognized:

I. the right to study any controversial issue that has political, economic or social significance and
concern;

2.the right to have free access to all relevant information, including materials which circulate freely in
the community;

3.the right to study under competent instruction in an atmosphere free from bias and prejudice and

4.the right to form and express his/her own opinions on controversial issues without jeopardizing
relations with teachers or the school.

A teacher who is in doubt about the advisability of discussing certain issues in the classroom should
confer with the principal as to the appropriateness of doing so. If discussion of an issue is not approved
by the building principal, the teacher may refer the issue to the superintendent.

Any issue that requires teacher consultation with the principal or superintendent will result in parent
notification of the topic prior to class presentation. Should parents desire that their child be excused from
the consideration of such material, arrangements will be made to respect that decision.

[Second Adoption date: April 5, 2005]
[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

ORC 3313.601



File: 3032
RELIGION IN THE CURRICULUM

Based on the First Amendment protection against the establishment of religion in the schools, no
devotional exercises or displays of a religious character will be permitted in the schools of this district in
the conduct of any program or activity under the jurisdiction of the Board. Instructional activities shall not
be permitted to advance or inhibit any particular religion or religion generally.

An understanding of religions and their effects on civilization is essential to the thorough education of
young people and to their appreciation of a pluralistic society. To that end, curriculum shall be developed
to include as appropriate to the various ages and attainments of the students, instruction about the
religions of the world.

The Board acknowledges the degree to which a religious consciousness has permeated the arts,
literature, music, and issues of morality. The instructional and resource materials approved for use in the
district's schools frequently contain religious references or concern moral issues that have traditionally
been the focus of religious concern. That such materials may be religious in nature shall not, by itself, bar
their use in the district. The Board directs that professional staff members employing such materials be
neutral in their approach and avoid using them to advance or inhibit religion in any way.

The Board recognizes that religious traditions vary in their perceptions and doctrines regarding the natural
world and its processes. The curriculum is chosen for its place in the education of the district's students,
not for its conformity to religious principles. Students should receive unbiased instruction in the schools,
so they may privately accept or reject the knowledge thus gained, in accordance with their own religious
tenets.

Accordingly, no student shall be exempted from attendance in a required course of study on the grounds
that the instruction therein interferes with the free exercise of his/her religion.

However, if after careful, personal review of the program’s lessons and/or materials, a parent indicates to
the school that either the content or activities conflict with his/her religious beliefs or value system, the
school will honor a written request for his/her child to be excused from particular class periods for
specified reasons. The student will be provided with alternate learning activities during the times of such
parent requested absence.

No classroom teacher shall be prohibited from providing reasonable periods of time for activities of a
moral, philosophical, or patriotic theme. No student shall be required to participate in such activities if they
are contrary to the religious convictions of the student or his/her parents or guardians.

The Board acknowledges that it may not adopt any policy or rule respecting or promoting an
establishment of religion or prohibiting any student from the free, individual, and voluntary exercise or
expression of the student’s religious beliefs. However, such exercise or expression shall be limited to
lunch periods or other noninstructional time periods when students are free to associate.

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

U.S. Const. Amend. 1
ORC 3313.601



File: 3035

DRUGS, ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO EDUCATION

The Board of Education recognizes that the misuse of drugs is a serious problem with legal, physical, and
social implications for the whole school community.

The Board and the professional staff will provide for a comprehensive, age-appropriate, drug and alcohol
education and prevention program which will emphasize the prevention of drug use; continue to seek
ways to educate students and school staff of the district about the dangers of the misuse and abuse of
drugs, alcohol and tobacco; and support the majority of students and staff who are resisting such use.

In keeping with its primary responsibility of educating youth, the Board charges the professional
staff of the district to continue to investigate the causes of student and school staff involvement
with drugs and alcohol and to develop suitable, preventive measures, however and whenever

feasible.
[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]
ORC 2925.01; 2925.37

3313.60; 3313.95
OAC 3301-35-04; 3301-35-06



File: 3036
FAMILY LIFE/SEX EDUCATION

The Olentangy Board of Education believes that the purpose of family life and sex education is to help
students acquire factual knowledge, attitudes and values that will result in behavior that contributes to the
well-being of the individual, the family and society.

Helping students attain a mature and responsible attitude toward human sexuality is a continuous task of
every generation. Parents have the prime responsibility to assist their children in developing moral
values. The schools should support and supplement parent's efforts in these areas by offering students
factual information and opportunities to discuss concerns, issues and attitudes.

In addition to the customary policies and regulations concerning the approval of new curriculum content,
units and materials, the requirements listed below will apply to any course(s) dealing with family life and
sex education offered by the district:

1. Instructional materials to be used in family life/sex education will be available for review by the
parent or guardian during school hours.

2. If, after review of materials used and a conference with the instructor and principal, a parent
requests that his/her child not participate in a given aspect of the course, an alternate educational
assignment will be arranged for the student with the approval of the principal.

3. Teachers who provide instruction in family life/sex education will have professional preparation in
the subject area, either through pre-service or in-service education.

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]
The Elementary and Secondary Education Act; 20 USC 1221 et seq.

ORC 3313.60
OAC 3301-35-02



File: 3038
PROGRAMS FOR DISABLED STUDENTS

The Olentangy Board of Education is committed to providing education for all youth of compulsory age
who are legal residents of the district. All disabled students in the district will be identified, evaluated, and
placed in appropriate educational programs. Due process requirements, procedural safeguards and
confidential treatment of information will be adhered to as provided for in Ohio Department of Education
Standards.

The superintendent is expected to supervise all special education programs and to assign a member of
the staff to coordinate district efforts. The person designated will be responsible to work with the
Intervention Assistance Team to identify disabled students, the diagnosis of the disabilities, the design of
individual plans for these students, and for placement and evaluation procedures. All procedures shall be
in accordance with federal and state requirements.

The individual plan determined for each student will be developed in accordance with the student's
individual needs. The plan will provide for frequent re-evaluation of the student's needs, progress, and of
the effectiveness of the program being offered.

Each disabled student will be considered individually as to his/her participation in the district's
competency based educational program, proficiency testing program, and achievement/ability testing
program.

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

Education for All Handicapped Children Act; 20 USC 1401 et seq.
Rehabilitation Act; 29 USC 706(8), 794, 794a
504 Regulations 34 C.F.R. Part 104
Americans with Disabilities Act, 42 USC 12112 et seq.
State Department of Education, Special Education Policies and Procedures,
Free Appropriate Public Education-101
ORC 3313.50
3323.01 et seq.; 3325.01 et seq.
OAC 3301-51
3301-55-01



File: 3039
PROGRAMS FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED STUDENTS

In keeping with the belief that all children are entitled to an education that meets their particular needs,
gifted and talented students in the district must be provided opportunity to progress as their abilities
permit. The Olentangy Board of Education believes that these students require programs and/or services
beyond those offered in regular school programs in order to realize their potential contribution to self and
society. The Board encourages efforts to make special programs and activities for the gifted and talented
an integral part of the total kindergarten through grade 12 school program.

In accordance with State law and Department of Education regulations, the Board shall ensure that
procedures are established to identify students on an annual basis considered to be gifted, using criteria
developed by the State Department of Education.

The superintendent shall develop administrative guidelines to ensure reliable identification, effective
curriculum development and implementation, and valid assessment of the learning outcomes.

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

ORC 3324.01-07
OAC 3301-51-15



File: 3040
TITLE | PROGRAM

The Board of Education elects to augment the educational program of at risk students by the use of
federal funds in accordance with the Title | guidelines.

Title | funds will be used only to augment, not to replace state and local funds. The Superintendent shall
use state and local funds to provide educational services in schools receiving Title | assistance that are at
least comparable to services being provided in schools that are not receiving Title | assistance.

Staff development activities designed by and implemented by the professional staff will be provided in
accordance with federal guidelines.

Parent involvement is a vital part of the Title | program. Parent involvement shall include, but not be
limited to, parent contribution to the design and implementation of programs, participation by parents in
school activities and programs, and training and materials which build parents' capacity to improve their
children's learning in both the home and the school. The following goals will help to build a partnership
between home and school:

1. to inform the parents of the program, the reasons for their children's participation, and the specific
instructional objectives;

2. to train parents to work with their children to attain instructional objectives;

3. to train teachers and other staff involved in programs under Title | to work effectively
with the parents of participating students;

4. to develop partnerships by consulting with parents regularly;

5. to provide opportunities for parents to be involved in the design, operation, and evaluation of the
program; and

6. to provide opportunities for the full participation of parents who lack literacy skills or
whose native language is not English.

The superintendent shall develop administrative guidelines to ensure reliable identification, effective
curriculum development and implementation, and valid assessment of the learning outcomes.

The district requires all students with disabilities and limited English proficiency to be tested.

Alternate assessments are required to be developed for these groups. These two groups must make
yearly gains as defined by the adequate yearly progress indicator adopted by the State Board of
Education and be at a proficient level in 12 years. The Board directs the administration to develop a plan
to comply with school choice and supplemental service sanctions.

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act; 20 USC 1221 et seq.
OAC 3301-35-04; 3301-35-05; 3301-35-06; 3301-35-07



File: 3041

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT IN EDUCATION

The Board believes that parent/guardian/custodian involvement is an important part of the educational
program. Current research indicates that a home-school partnership and greater involvement on the part
of parents/guardians/custodians in the education of their children generally results in higher achievement
scores, improved student behavior and reduced absenteeism. All parents/guardians/custodians of
students enrolled in the district are encouraged to take an active role in the education of their children.

The Board directs the administration to develop the necessary regulations to ensure that this policy is
followed and that parent/guardian/custodian involvement is encouraged. The regulations will:

1.

2.

encourage strong home-school partnerships;

provide for consistent and effective communication between the parents/guardians/ custodians
and school officials;

offer parents/guardians/custodians ways to assist and encourage their children to do their best;
offer ways parents/guardians/custodians can support classroom learning activities; and

provide opportunities for parents/guardians/custodians to be involved in the parental involvement
program.

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act; 20 USC 1221 et seq.
ORC 3313.472; 3313.48
OAC 3301-35-02; 3301-35-04; 3301-35-06



File: 3050
ACADEMIC INTERVENTION SERVICES

The educational program is designed and operated to be developmentally appropriate and avoid the
necessity for academic intervention. In those cases in which students have clearly not performed
commensurate with their capabilities, efforts are made to remedy the condition and attain the learning
results sought.

The Board directs the classroom teachers of students in the first, second and third grades to assess and
identify at the end of each school year the reading skills of each student who is reading below grade level.
The parent or guardian is notified of each student whose reading skills are below grade level and
classroom-based intervention services are provided to the student.

Students who are reading below grade level at the end of the third grade are offered intense intervention
services during the summer following third grade.

The district involves the student's parent(s) and classroom teacher in developing the intervention strategy
and offers to the parent(s) the opportunity to be involved in the intervention.

Intervention services will be offered in accordance with state statutes to students who fail to attain a
proficient score on appropriate tests.

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

ORC 3301.07
3313.608; 3313.609
OAC 3301-35-04; 3301-35-06



File: 3051
HOME-BOUND INSTRUCTION

The board provides, pursuant to rules of the State Board of Education, home-bound instruction to children
of legal school age who are not able to attend classes because of physical or emotional disability or
illness.

Requests for home-bound instruction can be made by the parent or school personnel with the
endorsement of a physician, licensed to practice in this State, who certifies the nature of the need and
states the probable duration of the confinement. Home-bound instruction must be approved by the
superintendent/designee.

The program of home-bound instruction given each student is in accordance with rules of the State Board
of Education and |.D.E.A., with such exceptions as may be recommended by the attending physician or
placement team. Teachers must hold an Ohio teaching certificate appropriate for the level of instruction
for which the assignment is made.

The Board reserves the right to withhold home-bound instruction when:

1. the instructor's presence in the place of a student's confinement presents a hazard to the health or
safety of the teacher;

2. a parent or other adult in authority is not at home with the student during the hours of instruction
and

3. the condition of the student is such as to preclude any benefit from such instruction.
[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

Americans With Disabilities Act; 42 USC 1201 et seq.
ORC 3313.64

3321.04

3323.05; 3323.12

3331.08
OAC 3301-51-06



File: 3052

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE
(Limited English Proficiency)

The Board recognizes the need to provide equal educational opportunities for all students in the district.
Therefore, if the inability to speak and understand the English language excludes a student from effective
participation in the educational programs offered by the district, the district shall take appropriate action to
ameliorate the English language deficiency in order to provide the student equal access to its programs.
Students in a language minority or who have limited English proficiency are identified, assessed and
provided appropriate services.

The Board directs the administration to develop and implement language instruction programs that:
1. appropriately identify language minority students;

2. determine the appropriate instructional environment for students with an English language
deficiency; and

3. annually assess the English proficiency of students and monitor the progress of students receiving
English or bilingual instruction in order to determine their readiness for the mainstream classroom
environment.

The district provides parents with notice of and information regarding the instructional program as
required by law. Parental involvement is encouraged and parents are regularly apprised of their child's
progress.

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]
42USC 2000d

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act; 20 USC 1221 et seq.
OAC 3301-35-02; 3301-35-04; 3301-35-06; 3301-35-07



File: 3053

EXPERIMENTAL PROGRAMS

The Olentangy Board of Education believes that education is a human enterprise and is not static but
developmental in nature. As such, there are times that approaches other than the traditional and proven
should be attempted. Such programs are viewed as experimental and tentative.

To be initiated in the district, an experimental program must meet these requirements:

1.

The program or course will be developed by a committee consisting of administrators, grade level
and subject area specialists, and consultants as needed.

The Board will make formal application to the State Department of Education for permission to
implement the program on an experimental basis.

The program or course must be approved by the Board and the State Department of Education
prior to implementation.

All instructional material used in connection with this program shall be available for inspection by
the parents or guardians of participating students.

Participating students must be recommended for participation. The parent(s) or guardian(s) must
provide approval for students under 18 years of age to participate. A copy of the written approval
must be retained in the school files. Students 18 years of age or older must submit a written
request to participate. This request will be kept on file.

The program will be evaluated in terms of learning outcomes, student achievement and
accomplishment of stated objectives.

At the end of an established period of time, the superintendent will either recommend cessation of
the experiment or inclusion of the program in the district's educational program.

Fees will be estimated for experimental programs as needed. Participating students will be
expected to pay fees at the beginning of the program.

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

ORC 3329.08
OAC 3301-35-04; 3301-35-06



File: 3054
EDUCATIONAL OPTIONS

The Olentangy Board of Education realizes that an effective educational program is one that
provides opportunities for student learning both within the classroom and for specific reasons
beyond the traditional classroom and school day. These expanded opportunities are viewed as
educational options to supplement the regular school program.

The intent of educational options is to allow educators, other professionals, parents and others to work
together to provide opportunities for students to learn in an independent or individual setting and to
study or work with recognized experts in specific fields. Educational options are seen as additional
curricular opportunities to improve, expand and enrich student learning experiences and perspectives.

Independent study, tutoring, travel, mentoring, correspondence courses and college courses are
representative of what the Board views as educational options supplementing the regular school
program.

Prior approval of the educational option by the building principal shall be required before a student
participates in one of the available educational options. Prior permission of a parent or guardian shall
also be required before a student under age eighteen participates in one of the available educational
options.

Participation in an educational option shall be in accordance with an instructional plan, which
will be developed based on the individual student's needs. The instructional plan will include:

a. instructional objectives that align with district's curriculum requirements;
b. a description of the criteria and method for assessing student performance;
c. an outline of specific instructional activities, materials and learning environments.

Participation must be subject to the oversight of a credentialed teacher, who will review the instructional
plan, provide or supervise instruction, and evaluate student performance.

Student performance shall be evaluated as either pass or fail, or by awarding letter grades relative to the
instructional objectives set forth in the instructional plan.

Credit shall be granted to the student upon successful completion of the program. The credit shall be
placed on the student transcript. Credits earned from educational options may be counted toward
graduation requirements in accordance with applicable State law and administrative code.

Fees will be established for educational options as needed. Participating students will be expected to
pay fees upon beginning the option.

The superintendent will develop regulations for educational options when the options are initiated.
[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

OAC 3301-35-01(B)(6); 3301-35-06



File 3055
POSTSECONDARY ENROLLMENT OPTIONS

The Board of Education recognizes the value to students and to the district for students to participate in
programs offered by accredited colleges and universities in Ohio, according to state statutes.

The Board will approve participation by students who meet the State Board of Education’s criteria, to
enroll in approved postsecondary programs during the ninth, tenth, eleventh, or twelfth grade year while
in attendance in the district. Students will be eligible to receive secondary credit for completing any of
these programs.

No student may participate without the written consent of the superintendent and for those students under
the age of eighteen (18) the written consent of the parents or without attending the counseling services
offered in relation to this educational option.

The Board may deny high school credit for postsecondary courses any portion of which are taken during
the period of a student’s expulsion. If the student has elected to receive credit for course(s) toward
fulfilling graduation requirements as well as postsecondary credit, that election is automatically revoked
for all college courses in which the student enrolled during the college term in which the expulsion is
imposed.

When a student is expelled, the Board directs the superintendent to send written notice of the expulsion
to any college in which the expelled student is enrolled under R.C. 3365.03 (Postsecondary Enroliment
Options) at the time the expulsion is imposed. This notice shall indicate the date the expulsion is
scheduled to expire and that the Board has adopted a policy under R.C. 3313.613 to deny high school
credit for postsecondary courses taken during an expulsion. If the expulsion period is later extended, the
superintendent shall notify the college of the extension.

The superintendent shall establish the necessary administrative guidelines to ensure that such programs
are in accord with state regulations and are properly communicated to both the students and their
parents. The superintendent shall also establish guidelines and procedures for the awarding of credit and
the proper entry on a student's transcript and other records of his/her participation in a postsecondary
program.

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

ORC 3313.613, 3365.01 through 3365.09
OAC 3301-44-02 through 3301-44-09



File: 3057
CREDIT FLEXIBILITY

The Board recognizes that an effective educational program is one that provides opportunities for
students to customize aspects of their learning around their respective needs and interests. Credit
flexibility is one method to motivate and increase student learning by allowing access to more resources,
customization around individual student needs and the use of multiple measures of learning.

Credit flexibility shifts the focus from “seat time” to performance. Students can earn units of high school
credit based on an individually approved credit flexibility plan. The intent of credit flexibility is to meet
increased expectations for high school graduation in response to globalization, technology and
demographics, and to meet the demand for 21st century skills.

In accordance with State law, the District must develop and implement a credit flexibility plan that enables
students to earn high school credit by:

1. completing coursework;

2. testing out or showing mastery of course content;

3. pursuing an educational option and/or an individually approved option and/or
4. any combination of the above.

The Superintendent/designee develops the District’s credit flexibility plan consistent with the provisions of
the following regulation.

LEGAL REFS.: Carnegie Design Team Report to the State Board of Education, New Emphasis on
Learning Ohio’s plan for credit flexibility shifts the focus from “seat time” to performance (March 2009)

ORC 3313.60; 3313.603; 3313.609; 3313.6013; 3313.611; 3313.613 3313.614; 3313.90; 3321.04;
Chapter 3324; Chapter 3365

OAC Chapter 3301-34; 3301-35-06; Chapter 3301-46; Chapter 3301-5; Chapter 3301-61

[Adoption date: January 27, 2010]



File: 3061
STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

The Olentangy Board of Education encourages school-sponsored publications, both as a
classroom-related learning process in such courses as English, journalism, etc. and as an extracurricular
activity. For purposes of this policy, "publications" shall include any audio, visual, or written materials
such as tapes, banners, films, pamphlets, notices, newspapers, books, or other like materials. These
allow for coverage of student activities and the writing and printing of original literary and artistic
productions; however, certain necessary guidelines will be established to regulate the publication and
dissemination of student publications.

School-Sponsored Publications

School publications afford an educational experience for those students interested in this activity and
should provide an opportunity for the sincere expression of all facets of student opinion. These guidelines
should be followed:

1. Faculty advisors shall advise on matters of style, grammar, format and suitability of materials.

2. The publication shall reflect the policy and judgment of the student editors. Materials of a
controversial nature should not be prohibited unless the material:

a. imminently threatens to disrupt the educational process of the school, to damage other
individuals or to advocate conduct that otherwise is inconsistent with the shared values of a
civilized social order (e.g., advocating drug or alcohol use, irresponsible sex, etc.);

b. threatens any person or a group within the school or advocates racial or religious
discrimination;

c. advocates violation of the law or official school regulations;
d. is considered false, libelous or slanderous in the light of available facts and
e. is potentially harmful to juveniles or offensive according to community standards as to what is
suitable for juveniles.
3. The final decision as to the suitability of material shall rest with the principal after consultation with
the student editor and faculty advisor. Parties shall have the right of appeal to the Superintendent.
Nonschool-Sponsored Publications

Students who edit, publish and/or wish to distribute non-school sponsored handwritten, printed or
duplicated matter among their fellow students within the schools must assume responsibility for the
content of the publication. Students may be restricted as to the time and place of distribution or may be
prohibited from distributing.

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

ORC 3313.20



File: 3062

STUDENT FUND-RAISING ACTIVITIES

The Olentangy Board of Education recognizes there is a need for students to raise funds to conduct
necessary school activities. All such related activities must be:

1.

2
3
4.
5

© © N o

conducted by a recognized student group for the purpose of contributing to educational objectives;

. appropriate to the age or grade level;

. activities in which schools may appropriately engage;

conducted under the supervision of the principals;

. conducted in such a manner and at such times as not to encroach upon instructional time or

interfere with regularly scheduled school classes and activities;

scheduled so as not to be unduly demanding on teacher and principal time or work;
evaluated annually by teachers, administrators and students;

limited in number so as not to become a burden or nuisance to the community; and

in no direct competition with fund-raising efforts sponsored by recognized groups and
organizations within the community.

Any money remaining in the Senior Class Fund at the end of the school year shall be left to the benefit of
the school. In no event shall any balance be divided among members of the class or given as a gift to a
school employee.

The application of the above criteria for student sales and activities will be supervised by the building
principal with the approval of the superintendent. Each principal will submit to the Superintendent a list of
the proposed sales or fund drives in the schools, which the school plans to conduct during the school
year and the purpose for which the funds are going to be used. The superintendent or designee will then
indicate his/her approval or disapproval.

Funds derived from approved student fund-raising activities will be handled by the treasurer's office in
accordance with the State Auditor's requirements.

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

ORC

3313.20; 3313.51; 3313.53; 3313.811
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File: 3063
INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETICS

Participation in athletic competition will be in accordance with Olentangy Board of Education policies and
regulations. The program should foster the growth of school loyalty within the student body as a whole
and stimulate community interest in athletics. The game activities and practice sessions should provide
many opportunities to teach the values of competition and good sportsmanship.

The athletic director will schedule frequent conferences with all coaches to develop a constructive
approach to athletics throughout the school district and to maintain a program that is an educational
activity.

Interscholastic sports programs are subject to approval by the Board. The building principal is responsible
for the administration of the interscholastic athletic program within his/her school. In discharging this
responsibility, the principal will consult with the athletic directors and coaches on various aspects of the
interscholastic athletic program. Furthermore, it is the responsibility of the principal and his/her staff to
ensure the proper management of public attendance at all athletic programs and the safety of students
and the public.

Coaches will be required to complete an approved course in sports-related first aid training and a course
in cardiopulmonary resuscitation to serve as a coach.

In the conduct of interscholastic athletic programs, the rules, regulations and limitations outlined by the
Ohio High School Athletic Association (OHSAA) must be followed. It will be the responsibility of the
district's voting delegate to OHSAA to advise the management team of all pending changes in OHSAA
regulations. When a conflict arises between the rules of OHSAA and Olentangy Board of Education
policies, Olentangy policies shall prevail.

Eligibility requirements for participating in athletic programs must conform to regulations of the OHSAA.
They will include the requirements that a student have the written permission of his/her parent or
guardian and shall have been determined as physically fit for the sport by a licensed physician.

Additionally, all students participating in interscholastic athletics must purchase insurance available
through the school, or the parent or guardian must sign a waiver to the effect that such coverage is not
necessary.

As character building is one of the major objectives of interscholastic athletics, the athlete assumes
responsibility for regulating his/her personal life in such ways as will make him/her an efficient member of
a team and a worthy representative of his/her school.

Any student may be denied participation from an athletic team practice and competitions for a period of
time, designated by the principal, for infraction of school rules and regulations or any other unacceptable
conduct in or out of school.

[Second Adoption date: July 9, 2009]
[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]
ORC 2305.23; 2305.231
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File: 3064
INTERSCHOLASTIC EXTRACURRICULAR ELIGIBILITY

The Olentangy School District strives to provide opportunities for students to achieve a well-balanced and
rewarding education while enrolled in its schools. The district recognizes the values that can be gained by
participation in interscholastic extracurricular activities and the incentives these activities provide to
students to achieve success in the classroom.

The Olentangy School District has adopted regulations for students enrolled in the Olentangy schools to
be eligible to participate in interscholastic extracurricular activities. These regulations include the
requirements and consequences of rule infractions.

"Interscholastic extracurricular activities" are defined as student activity programs that a school or school
district sponsors or which involves participants from more than one school or school district.
Interscholastic extracurricular activities do not include any activity that is part of the school district's
graded course of study.

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

ORC 2305.23; 2305.231
3313.535; 3313.66; 3313.661
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File: 3065

EXTRACURRICULAR ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
FOR HOME-EDUCATED STUDENTS

Students who are being home-schooled and who desire to participate in athletics and extracurricular
activities must fulfill the following requirements:

1)
2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

Must reside within the Olentangy School District

Must enroll at least as a part-time student of the Olentangy School District at the beginning of a
grading period. For students interested in participating in athletics, refer to Olentangy Board Policy
File: 3063 for enrollment and eligibility guidelines

Must take not less than one subject as an enrolled student at an Olentangy high school or middle
school.

Must enter school from home school at the beginning of the school year, after having been home
schooled for at least one calendar year. Failure to meet the one-year provision will require you to
be enrolled for a minimum of one grading period before OHSAA eligibility can be granted.

Must meet the district's rules for academic eligibility

Must pay the "pay to play" fee in effect

Must follow district rules for student attendance

Must meet all district athletic eligibility requirements. Athletic eligibility will be determined by the
OHSAA Guidelines, district policy, Athletic Handbooks and Student Code of Conduct.

[Second Adoption date: August 4, 2009]

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

OHSAA Athletic Eligibility Rules



File: 3066

RANDOM URINE DRUG TESTING OF OLENTANGY SCHOOL DISTRICT
STUDENTS PARTICIPATING IN INTERSCHOLASTIC SPORTS

The Olentangy Board of Education recognizes that observed and suspected use of alcohol and illicit
drugs by Olentangy School District student athletes is increasing. Through participation in athletics,
students using illegal drugs pose a threat to their own health and safety, as well as to that of other
students.

The Board has developed a program of deterrence that will be instituted as a proactive approach to a
truly drug free school. The purpose of this program is threefold:

1. to provide for the health and safety of all student athletes;

2. to undermine the effects of peer pressure, by providing a legitimate reason for student athletes to
refuse to use illegal drugs; and

3. to encourage student athletes who use drugs to participate in drug treatment programs.

The program is non-punitive. It is designed to create a safe, drug-free environment for student athletes
and to assist them in getting help when needed.

Regulations have been developed that address the collection processes to be used, the confidentiality of
results, vendor requirements and the steps to be followed in the case of positive results.

Student athletes and their parent(s) or guardian will be notified of these regulations at the beginning of
each sport's season.

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

ORC 3313.20
Vernonia School District 47J (Oregon) v. Wayne and Judy Acton.



File: 3070
GUIDANCE PROGRAM

The Olentangy Board of Education views guidance as helping students understand themselves in the
light of their abilities, aptitudes, interest, attitudes, strengths, and limitations. This process is meant to
assist students in the development of their potential, their decisions relating to personal, educational and
vocational matters and also in becoming capable of mature self-guidance.

The Board of Education requires that a planned program of guidance and counseling be an integral part
of the educational program of the schools. Such a program must be found in the District Comprehensive
Guidance Plan and may:

1. assist students in achieving their potential growth;

2. enable students to obtain maximum benefit from the offerings of the instructional program of the
schools;

3. aid students in identifying options and making choices in vocational and academic planning;

4. help integrate all the student's experience so that s/he can better relate school activity to life
outside the school;

5. help students learn to make their own decisions and solve problems independently.

The district's guidance services include a wide variety of testing programs and interpretation of results to
students, parents and staff; programs that will assist students in good study habits and personal guidance
that is in keeping with the principles of human dignity and equality.

A comprehensive guidance plan will provide systematic aid to students in kindergarten through 12th
grade regarding educational, career, civic, personal and social concerns including the harmful effects of
drugs, alcohol and tobacco. This plan will provide for appraisal of student's academic abilities; a variety of
counseling opportunities and approaches; educational and career planning; and, when necessary,
appropriate referral.

The guidance department will be responsible for assisting with implementation of the testing dimension of
the continuous improvement plan. The guidance staff will further assist the instructional staff and
administration in developing and implementing intervention programs to assist students to academic
improvement.

Counseling services will be provided by a certificated school counselor.
[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

ORC 3317.023
OAC 3301-35-04; 3301-35-05; 3301-35-06



File: 3071
GRADING SYSTEMS
The Board of Education recognizes its responsibility for providing a system of grading student
achievement that can help the student, teachers, and parents judge properly how well the student is
achieving the goals of the district's curriculum maps/courses of study.
The administration and professional staff will devise grading systems for evaluating and recording student

progress. The records and reports of individual students will be kept in a form that is understandable to
parents as well as teachers.

The Board will approve the grading and reporting systems as developed by the faculty, upon
recommendation of the Superintendent.

The Board recognizes that any grading system, however effective, is subjective in nature; therefore, the
professional staff should develop clear, consistent criteria and standards.

1. The achievement mark in any subject should represent the most accurate level of the student's
achievement on the district's curriculum map/courses of study. A variety of evaluation measures
will be used and accurate records shall be kept to substantiate the grade given.

2. Each individual must be given every consideration.

3. Overall grades shall be used to motivate students. Poor or failing grades shall trigger a variety of
instructional and intervention activities to assist the student to achieve better grades.

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

OAC 3301-35-04; 3301-35-06



File: 3072
STUDENT PROGRESS REPORTS TO PARENTS

The Olentangy Board of Education feels that it is essential for parents to be kept fully informed of their
children's progress in school. The type of progress reports sent to parents will be devised by the
professional staff, in cooperation with parents.
Written reports will be provided to parents of children in grades kindergarten through 12 four times per
year. Progress reports will be sent to parents at the completion of each grading period. Supplementary
reports will also be required for students in danger of failing.
Conferences with parents will be used as an integral part of the reporting system. The district will
schedule parent-teacher conferences at such time, and in such places, as will ensure the greatest degree
of participation by parents.

The superintendent will ensure a continual review and improvement of methods of reporting student
progress to parents.

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

OAC 3301-35-06
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PROMOTION AND RETENTION OF STUDENTS
The promotion of each student is determined individually. The decision to promote or retain a student in a
grade is made on the basis of the following factors. The teacher takes into consideration: reading level,
mental ability, age, physical maturity, emotional and social development, social issues, home conditions
and grade average.

Promotion procedures demand continuous analysis and study of the cumulative student case history
records. Guidelines include the following elements.

1. A student receiving passing grades in the core courses is promoted.

2. A student having failing grades in the core courses at the end of each year is evaluated by the
teachers, guidance counselor and principal for placement.

3. No conditional promotions are permitted.

4. A student having failing grades may be assigned to the next higher grade with discretion only with
approval of the principal.

5. No student having passing grades, "D" or above, throughout the year is failed.
6. No student should be retained more than twice in the elementary grades.
7. Documentary and anecdotal evidence should be available to justify retention.

8. A student with failing grades during any academic term may be provided with intervention
services.

In addition, students will meet current state statutes.

Certain specified students who are offered intervention services either after hours or in summer classes
are truant if they don't attend the intervention programs.

Intervention services will be offered to students who are not making satisfactory progress toward the
attainment of the statewide academic standards for their grade level.

10f2



File: 3073

Any student who is truant for more than 10% of the required attendance days of the current school year
and has failed two or more of the required curriculum subject areas in the current grade is retained unless
the student's principal and the teachers of the failed subject areas agree that the student is academically
prepared to be promoted to the next grade level.

*"Academically prepared," as used in this policy, means that the principal, in consultation with the
student's teacher(s), has reviewed the student's work and records and has concluded that, in his/her
judgment as a professional educator, the student is capable of progressing through and successfully
completing work at the next grade level.

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]
ORC 3301.0710; 3301.0711

3313.608; 3313.609
OAC 3301-35-04; 3301-35-06
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File: 3074
TESTING PROGRAMS
The Board believes that a program of group testing can provide a meaningful source of information about
the adopted curriculum and overall student achievement. Therefore, the Board authorizes a program of

group testing in order to:

1. evaluate strengths and weaknesses of current curriculum and instruction and to identify areas
needing change;

2. compare achievement of district students with achievement of a sample population as one means
of evaluating student growth;

3. provide a degree of diagnostic instructional information to teachers about the group(s) of students
with whom they work;

4. provide general information about a student's probable aptitude for school-related tasks; and

5. provide one basis for a longitudinal study of student achievement and proficiency.
Information gained through the use of group tests is used to design educational opportunities for students
to better meet their individual and collective needs. The Board views such information gathering as a
primary function of the public schools. Individual permission of parents is not required for the
administration of these group tests.
The Board recognizes that all tests provide only a limited source of information about an individual
student. Information drawn from group tests is therefore used only in conjunction with all other information

available about a student in advising the student or assisting the student in improving his/her work.

Each student with a disability is considered individually as to his/her participation in the testing
programs.

Records of the results of group tests shall be maintained in accordance with the Board's policy on student
records.

The administration shall provide guidelines for the secure utilization and storing of testing instruments.
[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]
ORC 3301.0710-0713

3319.32; 3319.321
OAC 3301-35-02; 3301-35-03; 3301-35-04



File: 3080
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

As the governing body of the school district, the Olentangy Board of Education is legally responsible for
the selection of instructional materials. The Board delegates to the professional personnel of the district
authority for the selection of instructional and library materials.

Materials and equipment for school classrooms and school libraries will be selected by the appropriate
professional personnel in consultation with the superintendent, faculty and other sources as needed.
Final decision on purchase will rest with the superintendent, subject to official adoption by the Board in
the case of textbooks.

The courses of study/curriculum maps will serve as a guide in the selection of all instructional and library
materials, including textbooks, supplementary books, library books, filmstrips, films, equipment,
recordings and other media. Whenever possible, materials shall be suited to the varied interests, abilities,
reading levels, and maturation levels of the students to be served.

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]
ORC 3329.06; 3329.07; 3329.08

3313.642
OAC 3301-35-04; 3301-35-06



File: 3081
TEXTBOOK SELECTION AND ADOPTION

In selecting textbooks for use in the school district, the Olentangy Board of Education will carefully
consider the rights, freedoms, and responsibilities of students, parents, and teachers. Efforts will be made
to:

1. preserve each student's right to learn in an atmosphere of academic freedom;

2. support each teacher's responsibility to exercise professional judgments in his/her work and at
the same time supply teachers with an awareness of his/her responsibility to meet the district's
educational goals and objectives; and

3. recognize the right of parents to influence the education of their children. The Board will not,
however, allow the wishes of an individual parent to infringe upon the rights of other students in
any class.

The superintendent will establish a textbook selection process, which will include representation of
teachers who use the texts, administrators, and other staff members. Students and parents will also be
asked to serve on these committees.

The final decision on the selection of textbooks will rest with the Superintendent, subject to official
adoption by the Board in all cases.

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

ORC 3315.17; 3315.171
3329.01; 3329.05; 3329.06; 3329.07; 3329-08
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File: 3082

LIBRARY MATERIALS SELECTION AND ADOPTION

The Olentangy Board of Education believes that the responsibility of the school library is to:

1.

provide materials that will enrich and support the curriculum, taking into consideration the varied
interest, abilities and maturity levels of the students served;

. provide materials that will stimulate growth in factual knowledge, literary appreciation, aesthetic

values and ethical standards;

. provide a background of information that will enable students to make intelligent judgments in daily

lives;

provide materials on opposing sides of controversial issues so that young citizens may develop,
under guidance, the practice of critical reading and thinking;

provide materials representative of the many religious, ethnic and cultural groups and their
contributions to our American heritage; and

place principle above personal opinion and reason above prejudice in the selection of materials of
the highest quality in order to ensure a comprehensive collection appropriate for the users of the
library.

Initial purchase suggestions for library materials may come from personnel. Students may also be
encouraged to make suggestions. The librarian will be responsible for evaluation and recommendation of
all library materials recommended to be included in the school library. Authority for distribution of funds
will rest with the building principal, subject to the approval of the superintendent.

Gifts of library books will be accepted in keeping with the above policy on selection as well as the Board's
policy on accepting gifts. Complaints about library books will be handled in line with Board policy on
complaints about the curriculum or instructional materials.

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

ORC
OAC

3329.05; 3329.07
3301-35-04; 3301-35-06



File: 3083
COMMUNITY INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES/SERVICE LEARNING

An important objective of this district's educational program is to encourage each student to become a
citizen who will contribute to the welfare of the community. Toward these ends, the Olentangy Board of
Education will encourage administrative and instructional personnel to rely on the community as one of
the educational resources. The administration will direct a community instructional resources program
designed to involve the citizens, the institutions and the environment of our community in the education of
its children.

The Board of Education believes that participating actively in community service will enhance students'
interpersonal skills and self esteem, enable them to connect their academic learning to the real world,
and make them aware of the wide range of opportunities for service that exist in any community. The
Superintendent will have supervisory control over the community resources program, which will include
school volunteer services. Members of the staff and of the community will be encouraged to offer their
ideas and services through the channels the administration develops.

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

ORC 3315.07
OAC 3301-35-06



File: 3084
EVALUATION OF INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMS

The superintendent will, on a regular basis, evaluate the effectiveness of the instructional program in
achieving the district's educational goals and objectives as stated in the Continuous Improvement Plan.
S/he will submit a written and comprehensive report of the evaluative findings to the Olentangy Board of
Education for its consideration and action.

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

ORC 3301.13
3313.60
3323.02
OAC 3301-35-02(B); 3301-35-03; 3301-35-07



File: 3085

LITERATURE SELECTION POLICY

In selecting literature for use in the school district, educators will carefully consider the rights, freedoms,
and responsibilities of students, parents and the educators themselves. The rights of all stakeholders will
be respected in an informed decision-making process, and all stakeholders will honor and uphold the
approved literature (fiction/nonfiction) selection policy.

In accordance with the above stance, the following policy will prevail:

1.

Educators will honor parental rights to information on specific titles, content and appropriateness,
which will be made available in a reasonable period of time before the student is expected to read
the text.

Educators will determine literature (fiction/nonfiction) choices for the entire student body or grade
level. Parents may request an alternate selection of equal rigor and quality that covers the same
academic standards for their own child(ren).

Literature choices will be determined based on their educational and literary purposes and merit,
their correlation to the district’s curriculum maps, and age appropriateness according to the
child(ren)’s individual academic needs.

Professionalism and academic freedom will be protected, encouraged and nurtured in the
literature selection process.

Students will be exposed to and be able to self-select diverse materials, which are appropriate for
their age, academic and maturity levels.

Educators will have the right to select whole class or alternative texts and will not be required to
use specific grade-level book lists.

[Adoption date: March 20, 2007]



File: 3090
SCHOOL CEREMONIES AND OBSERVANCES/PATRIOTIC EXERCISES

The Board believes that special recognition should be given to national holidays. The building principal
should encourage an appropriate observance of these holidays, which have become a part of the
American heritage. These observances may, in some instances, be in the form of a school assembly,
while in other instances may be a part of the classroom work.

Religious Holidays and Observances

The following guidelines will govern the observance of and teaching about religious holidays in the
schools:

1. The public schools must be neutral in matters of religion. The schools must show no preference
for one religion over another. They must refrain from the promotion of any religion or all religions;
consequently, no religious celebrations may be conducted by the public schools.

"Religious celebration" is defined as:

a. a formal observance, including worship or religious services of any kind, whether or not
conducted by a clergyman. Religious observances cannot be justified by the fact that the
majority of students or individuals in a given community happen to approve of the practice or
by the fact that individual students may absent themselves upon parental request;

b. the display of religious objects or symbols, except those that are integral parts of a short-term
study in the curriculum, such as art, history, etc., or the presentation of religious music, except
to the extent that such music is presented for its musical content rather than its religious
content.

2. A program or observance related to a religious holiday in theme or timing should be evaluated as
to its purpose and effect. If either the purpose or the effect is judged to be religious rather than
secular, the activity should not be undertaken.

3. The school should avoid any activity, display or exhibit that promotes or gives its approval to
religious matters.
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File: 3090
Patriotic Exercises

The Board believes one's appreciation of country is promoted by the ceremonies and observances held in
the schools and that the United States flag is a symbol of our democratic heritage, ideals and freedom.
The Board believes that saluting the flag and reciting daily the Pledge of Allegiance, helps students to
learn and to reinforce these principles.

Therefore, the Board believes all students in grades kindergarten through 12 should have the opportunity
to recite the Pledge of Allegiance during the school day at a time and manner specified by the building
principal.

The Board recognizes that beliefs of some persons prohibit participation in the Pledge, the salute to the
flag or other opening exercises. Such persons are excused from participation and should be protected
from intimidation by other students or staff for the purposes of coercing participation.

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

U.S. Const. Amend I, Establishment Clause

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act; 20 USC 1221 et seq.
ORC 3313.601; 3313.602; 3313.76-77
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File: 4000
EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
All students of the Olentangy School District will have equal educational opportunities.

Students have the right to be free from discrimination on the basis of race, sex, marital status, pregnancy,
national origin, physical handicaps, criminal record, political activity, religion, creed, or opinion, in all
decisions affecting admissions, membership in school-sponsored organizations, clubs or activities,
access to facilities, distribution of funds, academic evaluations or any other aspect of school-sponsored
activities. Any limitations with regard to participation in a school- sponsored activity will be based on
criteria reasonably related to that specific activity.

The superintendent shall attempt annually to identify children with disabilities, ages 3-22, who reside in
the district but do not receive public education. In addition, s/he shall establish procedures to identify
students with limited English proficiency and to assess their ability to participate in district programs.

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

Civil Rights Act, Title VI; USC 2000d et seq.

Civil Rights Act, Title VII; USC 2000e et seq.

Executive Order 11246, 1965, Amended by Executive Order 11375
Education Amendments of 1972, Title IX, Pub. L. No. 92-318
Americans with Disabilities Act; 42 USC 12112 et seq.

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

Vocational Rehabilitation Act 0f 1973, Sec. 504

ORC 3313.64

ORC 3301-35-02(a)(2)



File: 4010
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AREAS/ASSIGNMENT OF STUDENTS TO SCHOOLS

The superintendent, utilizing the guidance resolution passed by the Board, will approve attendance areas
and assign students to the various schools of the district. As much as possible, the area established
should permit each student to attend the school nearest his/her place of residence.

Students will attend the school that serves the attendance zone in which their parents or legal guardian
reside or, upon acceptance, the student may attend a magnet school, which serves a larger area or the
entire district. Individual exceptions may be made, as fall within the Board policy or may be made in the
best interests of the student and/or the school.

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

ORC 3313.49; 3313.64; 3313.65; 3313.97
3319.01



File: 4011
COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE - EXCLUSIONS AND EXEMPTIONS
Under law, children between the ages of six and 18 are of compulsory school age. Every person of
compulsory school age must attend a school, which conforms to the minimum standards prescribed by

the State Board of Education until one of the following occurs:

1. the person receives a diploma granted by the Olentangy Board of Education or other governing
authority indicating such student has successfully completed the high school curriculum;

2. the person receives an age and schooling certificate or

3. the person is excused from school under standards adopted by the State Board of Education
pursuant to Ohio law.

The parent, guardian or any other individual having charge of any person that is of compulsory school
age must send such person to school unless he/she is exempt as listed above.

A child of compulsory school age residing in the Olentangy School District may be legally excused from
public school attendance by:

1. receiving approved home schooling;

2. attending a private or parochial school;

3. having graduated from an approved high school; or

4. holding appropriate documentation to be regularly employed
The Olentangy School District may temporarily deny admittance to any student who is otherwise entitled
to be admitted to the district, if the student has been suspended or expelled from any public, private or
parochial school of another district in Ohio or out-of-state and if the period of suspension or expulsion has
not expired. The student and parent(s) will have an opportunity for a hearing before the
superintendent/designee to determine the admittance

[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

ORC 3321.02; 3321.03; 3321.04; 3321.07
OAC 3301-35-02



File: 4012
ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS

The Board of Education shall establish entrance age requirements for students which are consistent with
statute and sound educational practice and which ensure the equitable treatment of all eligible children.

Kindergarten

A child is eligible for entrance into kindergarten if s/he attains the age of five on or before September 30th
of the year in which s/he applies for entrance or on or before the first day of a semester other than that
beginning in September. A child under age six who is enrolled in kindergarten will be considered of
compulsory school age.

The superintendent may admit to kindergarten such children as may be ineligible by reason of age, but
demonstrate the ability and need to undertake a program of education. The child shall have attained the
age of five by January 1st of the school year in which s/he applies for admission.

The Board will designate the necessary standards and testing programs required for such early
admission. There will be a four-week trial period at the beginning of the school year during which early
entrance students will be carefully observed by the teacher.

First Grade

A child is eligible for entrance into first grade if s/he attains the age of six on or before September 30th of
the year in which s/he applies for entrance or on or before the first day of a semester other than that
beginning in September. S/he must have completed the kindergarten program of this district or an
equivalent program elsewhere and been recommended by the teacher for advancement to the first grade.
This requirement may only be waived if a request is made and approved by the district's Pupil Personnel
Services Committee.

The superintendent shall require that each child who registers for entrance to school provide:

a. his/her birth certificate or similar documentation authorized by law as proof of age and birth date;

b. a certified copy of any custody order or decree together with any modification in such an order or
decree.

If such documents are not provided, the child may not be admitted, and appropriate law enforcement
authorities are to be notified.

The superintendent shall also ensure that each child entering the district's kindergarten or first grade
program for the first time has been properly screened for any medical or health problems, including those
related to hearing, vision, and speech and communications.

Any parent may provide the district with a written statement indicating that s/he does not wish to have
his/her child screened.
[Adoption date: August 24, 2004]

ORC 3313.64, 3313.641, 3313.672, 3313.673
3321.01 et seq., 3321.05, 3323.01
OAC 3301-35-03(F)(1)



File: 4013

ADMISSION OF NONRESIDENT OR HOMELESS STUDENTS

In order to be eligible for a free public education in the Olentangy School District, a
student must be the child of a resident of the district. If legal or permanent custody or legal
guardianship of the student has been granted by a court to a resident of the Olentangy
School District or a government agency within the district, the student is entitled to attend
Olentangy Schools, and tuition is paid in compliance with Ohio law.

In compliance with Ohio law, students are exempt from paying tuition when:

1.

an adult resident of the Olentangy School District submits a sworn statement that he/she has
begun legal custody proceedings for the student (maximum 60 days permitted);

. the student is at least 18 but not yet 22 years of age and resides in the district, lives apart from

his/her parent(s), supports himself/herself by his/her own labor and does not possess a high
school diploma;

the student is under 18 years of age, resides in the district and is married, regardless of the
residence of the parent(s);

the student has a medical condition which may require emergency attention and his/her
parent is employed in the district; (The parent(s) of such child must submit to the Board a
statement from the child's physician certifying that the child's medical condition may require
emergency medical attention.)

the student resides with a person other than his/her parent(s) and such student has a parent
serving outside Ohio in the U.S. Armed Services; (The student's parent(s) must file an affidavit
with the superintendent stating: (1) that the parent is serving outside the State in the U.S. Armed
Services; that the parent intends to reside in the Olentangy School District upon returning to the
state; and (3) the name and address of the person with whom the student is living while the
parent is outside the state. This tuition exemption may be granted only for a period of up to 12
months.

the student resides with a parent who is planning to either have a home built or has

purchased a home in the Olentangy School District and is waiting for the closing

date of the mortgage loan; (The student's parent(s) must provide the superintendent with a
sworn statement revealing the location of the house and the parent(s) intention to reside there.
The parent(s) must also provide a statement from a home builder, real estate broker or bank
officer confirming that the house construction is planned or is awaiting approval of the mortgage
loan. The period for tuition-free attendance in these cases may extend up to 90 days.)

the student is not otherwise entitled to attend school in the district, but his/her parent is a
full-time employee of the district, provided the Board establishes such an admission
policy.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

File: 4013

the student resides with his/her parent(s) under the care of a shelter for victims of
domestic violence;

the student is not a resident of the district, does not require special education and resides with
his/her grandparent(s) provided that the Board and the board of education of the district in which
the student's parent(s) reside enters into a written agreement showing good cause for the
student to be admitted to the district; (The grandparent(s) are required to sign all consent forms
required by the district, even if the student would remain in the legal custody of the parent(s).)

the student is under the age of 22 and his/her parent(s) moved from the district following the
commencement of classes during the student's senior year, for the remainder of the school year
and for one additional semester, provided the Board has approved such a procedure;

the student is under the age of 22 and because of the death of a parent resides in a new school
district; (The student is entitled to finish the current school year in the district upon approval of
the Board.)

the student is under the age of 22 and the superintendent of the district in which the

student is entitled to attend (the student's district of origin) enters into a contract with the
superintendent of this district (the district into which the student wishes to enroll) consenting to
the attendance of the student in this district or the superintendent of this district specifies that the
purpose of such attendance is to protect the student's physical or mental well-being or to deal
with other extenuating circumstances deemed appropriate by the superintendent.

the student whose parent is a full-time employee of an educational service center may be
admitted tuition free to the schools of the district where the parent's job is primarily
located, pursuant to the admission policy of that district.

14. the student is considered by federal law to be an illegal alien and/or a homeless student, who is

required to be admitted by federal law and in accordance with state guidelines.

Although the Board does not normally allow the attendance of nonresident students, applications from
nonresidents to attend the schools on a tuition basis may be considered if space is available. The amount
of tuition is set annually by the state, based on a per-student cost determined in compliance with Ohio

law.
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File: 4013

The Board does not waive the payment of tuition, except:

1. when agreements have been established with other boards of education to serve their students
in vocational or special education classes on a cooperative basis, as permitted by law;

2. when foreign exchange students, sponsored under an approved exchange program, reside in
the district temporarily or

3. for adult residents or support staff employees of the district who meet the criteria established by
the Board.

In all cases, specific Board permission to waive tuition must be obtained for each individual case.

The district may temporarily deny admittance to any student, who is otherwise entitled to be admitted to
the district, if the student has been expelled from the schools of another district and if the period of
expulsion has not expired. The student and parent(s) will have an opportunity for a hearing before the
superintendent/designee to determine the admittance or non-admittance o