
WHAT DO WE DO IN SCHOOL? 
Dear	
  Parent(s)/Guardian(s):

The	
  informa7on	
  below	
  will	
  help	
  you	
  build	
  an	
  understanding	
  of	
  what	
  your	
  child	
  does	
  in	
  his	
  or	
  her	
  
classroom	
  each	
  day.	
  	
  I	
  encourage	
  you	
  to	
  read	
  the	
  informa7on	
  and	
  then	
  you	
  will	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  ask	
  your	
  child	
  
with	
  confidence,	
  “What	
  did	
  you	
  do	
  in	
  school	
  today?”

Literacy	
  development	
  helps	
  children	
  build	
  an	
  understanding	
  of	
  language	
  and	
  literature.	
  	
  It	
  includes	
  
listening,	
  speaking,	
  reading	
  and	
  wri7ng	
  ac7vi7es.	
  	
  	
  These	
  ac7vi7es	
  help	
  build	
  skills	
  in	
  areas	
  such	
  as	
  
communica7on,	
  vocabulary,	
  leIer	
  recogni7on	
  and	
  comprehension.	
  	
  	
  Story	
  7me	
  is	
  designed	
  to	
  help	
  
preschoolers	
  develop	
  an	
  apprecia7on	
  and	
  enjoyment	
  of	
  literature.

Math	
  ac3vi3es	
  include	
  hands-­‐on	
  and	
  real	
  life	
  experiences.	
  	
  These	
  ac7vi7es	
  also	
  help	
  youngsters	
  develop	
  
an	
  awareness	
  of	
  numbers,	
  geometry,	
  paIerns,	
  measurement	
  and	
  graphs.

Manipula3ve	
  ac3vi3es	
  help	
  students	
  improve	
  visual	
  percep7on,	
  hand-­‐eye	
  coordina7on,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  
problem	
  solving	
  and	
  social	
  skills.

Circle	
  3me	
  is	
  a	
  group	
  gathering	
  during	
  which	
  the	
  day’s	
  plans,	
  ideas	
  and	
  observa7ons	
  are	
  shared.	
  	
  Circle	
  
ac7vi7es	
  are	
  designed	
  to	
  s7mulate	
  thinking,	
  enrich	
  social	
  skills	
  and	
  expand	
  aIen7on	
  span.

Art	
  ac3vi3es	
  help	
  preschoolers	
  crea7vely	
  express	
  their	
  thoughts	
  and	
  feelings.	
  	
  	
  It	
  also	
  helps	
  reinforce	
  
fine	
  motor	
  skills	
  and	
  concept	
  development	
  in	
  areas	
  such	
  as	
  colors,	
  shapes	
  and	
  size	
  rela7onships.

Drama3c	
  play	
  ac3vi3es	
  help	
  children	
  express	
  themselves,	
  prac7ce	
  life	
  skills,	
  improve	
  social	
  skills,	
  
increase	
  self-­‐esteem,	
  build	
  vocabulary	
  and	
  solve	
  problems.	
  	
  Drama7c	
  play	
  is	
  just	
  plain	
  FUN!

Music	
  ac3vi3es	
  promote	
  listening	
  skills,	
  crea7ve	
  expression	
  and	
  social	
  skills.	
  	
  In	
  music	
  children	
  can	
  
explore	
  sound,	
  volume,	
  tempo	
  and	
  rhythm.

Science	
  ac3vi3es	
  offer	
  children	
  many	
  hands-­‐on	
  opportuni7es	
  for	
  observa7on,	
  explora7on,	
  inves7ga7on,	
  
making	
  predic7ons	
  and	
  experimenta7on.

Sand	
  and	
  water	
  ac3vi3es	
  allow	
  preschools	
  to	
  experiment	
  with	
  textures	
  and	
  the	
  proper7es	
  of	
  different	
  
substances.	
  	
  These	
  ac7vi7es	
  also	
  promote	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  other	
  skills	
  such	
  as	
  math,	
  science	
  and	
  
language.

Block	
  play	
  gives	
  children	
  experience	
  with	
  many	
  different	
  concepts	
  such	
  as	
  shape	
  and	
  size	
  discrimina7on,	
  
spa7al	
  rela7onships,	
  number	
  skills,	
  balance,	
  organiza7on,	
  cause	
  and	
  effect	
  and	
  classifica7on.	
  	
  
Coopera7ve	
  play	
  skills,	
  problem	
  solving	
  and	
  crea7vity	
  are	
  also	
  promoted	
  in	
  block	
  play.

Gross	
  motor	
  ac3vi3es	
  give	
  children	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  use	
  their	
  muscles	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  their	
  imagina7ons	
  as	
  
they	
  engage	
  in	
  fun,	
  healthy	
  exercises	
  such	
  as	
  running,	
  jumping	
  and	
  climbing.

Fine	
  motor	
  ac3vi3es	
  help	
  improve	
  small	
  muscle	
  development	
  and	
  hand	
  eye	
  coordina7on.	
  	
  Some	
  
common	
  items	
  that	
  can	
  be	
  used	
  in	
  developing	
  these	
  skills	
  include	
  puzzles,	
  laces,	
  pegboards	
  and	
  crayons.


